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ADULT COMPETITION REVIEW
CLUB QUESTIONNAIRE – RESULTS, DECEMBER 2012
i.	Headline findings
1.	Are you content with the league rugby in which your club participates?
· 87.21% said yes, 12.79% said no
· Clubs were more likely to say no at Level 3 (33.33%) and Level 11 (36.36%)
· Clubs were more likely to say no in the South-West (23.81%)

2.	Does your club support the idea of cup rugby?
· 91.60% said yes, 8.40% said no
· Clubs were more likely to say no at Level 3 (33.33%)
· Clubs were more likely to say no in the North-East (21.43%)

3. 	Does your club think there should be automatic promotion and relegation between all levels of the RFU leagues?
· 94.09% said yes, 5.91% said no

4.	Does your club think that the current rugby season is of the correct duration, and offers the right number and frequency of matches?
· 82.81% said yes, 17.19% said no
· Clubs were more likely to say no at Level 3 (80%)
· Clubs were more likely to say no in the North-East (27.27%), London & the South-East (23.73%), and the North-West (23.08%)

5.	Is there too much travelling involved within the season as it is currently structured?
· 26.27% said yes, 73.73% said no
· Clubs were more likely to say yes at Level 8 (50%), Level 9 (32.61%), and Level 4 (30%)
· Clubs were more likely to say yes in the North-East (45.45%), West Midlands (37.93%), North-West (35.90%) and South-West (35%)

6.	Is the cost of playing rugby currently a problem for your club? 
· 44.31% said yes, 55.69% said no
· Clubs were more likely to say yes at Level 5 (64.71%), Level 3 (57.14%), Level 6 (56.67%) and Level 4 (55.56%)
· Clubs were more likely to say yes in the North-East (63.64%), Yorkshire (56.25%) and East Midlands (51.43%)

7.	Do you think that university teams should play within the RFU leagues?
· 47.77% said yes, 52.23% said no
· Clubs were more likely to say no at Level 4 (77.78%), Level 11 (66.67%), Level 6 (65.38%) and Level 7 (59.18%)
· Clubs were more likely to say no in the North-East (81.82%), Yorkshire (64.52%) and the South (58.62%)

8.	Do you think that 2nd and other lower XVs should play within the RFU leagues?
· 45.97% said yes, 54.03% said no
· Clubs were more likely to say no at Level 11 (70%), Level 7 (68%), Level 9 (56.82%) and Level 10 (54.17%)
· Clubs were more likely to say no in Yorkshire (71.87%), London & the South-East (63.33%), East Midlands (58.06%) and the North-East (54.55%)

9.	Does your club want to play Sevens and / or Touch Rugby as well as 15-a-side?
· 80.71% said yes, 19.29% said no
· Clubs were more likely to say no at Level 3 (66.67%), Level 12+ (33.33) and Level 8 (25.53%)
· Clubs were more likely to say no in the North-West (42.11%), Yorkshire (21.21%) and the West Midlands (20.69%)


ii.	Responses
a.	Total no. of club responses – by region:
	Region
	No. of clubs
	Percentage

	London & South-East (London Boroughs, Beds, Cambs, Essex, Kent, Middlesex, Surrey)
	58
	23.39

	South (Berks, Bucks, Hants, Sussex, Oxon)
	31
	12.50

	South-West (Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Glos, Hereford, Somerset, Wilts) 
	20
	8.06

	East Midlands (Derbys, Leics, Lincs, Northants, Notts)
	34
	13.71

	West Midlands (Birmingham, Salop, Staffs, Warwicks, Worcs)
	30
	12.10

	North-West (Cumbria, Gtr Manchester, Lancashire, Merseyside)
	31
	12.50

	Yorkshire
	33
	13.31

	North-East
	11
	4.44

	Total
	248
	





b.	Total no. of club responses – by level
	Level
	No. of clubs
	Percentage

	3
	5
	1.93

	4
	9
	3.47

	5
	17
	6.56

	6
	29
	11.20

	7
	53
	20.46

	8
	48
	18.53

	9
	47
	18.15

	10
	24
	9.27

	11
	10
	3.86

	12+
	17*
	6.56

	Total
	259*
	


*Includes the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th XVs of clubs who responded appropriately to the level of their 1st XV

c.	Total no. of responses by region by level
	Level
	London & SE
	South
	South-West
	East Midlands
	West Midlands
	North West
	Yorkshire
	North East
	Total

	3
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2
	-
	1
	5

	4
	2
	-
	-
	-
	1
	1
	4
	1
	9

	5
	2
	2
	1
	5
	2
	3
	1
	1
	17

	6
	6
	5
	3
	8
	1
	3
	2
	1
	29

	7
	15
	4
	3
	6
	8
	7
	6
	4
	53

	8
	7
	4
	7
	8
	6
	7
	6
	3
	48

	9
	9
	8
	2
	6
	7
	8
	7
	-
	47

	10
	8
	6
	3
	1
	4
	-
	2
	-
	24

	11
	3
	1
	1
	-
	1
	-
	4
	-
	10

	12
	4 (7)
	1
	-
	-
	-
	(8)
	1
	-
	17

	Totals
	58
	31
	20
	34
	30
	31
	33
	11
	259



1.	Are you content with the league rugby in which your club participates?
	Yes
	225
	87.21%

	No
	33
	12.79%

	Total
	258
	


	
By level[footnoteRef:1]: [1:  Occasional discrepancies between the number of responses per level/region, and the number of clubs from a level/region who responded, are the result of some clubs either not answering a question – or answering both yes and no] 

	Level
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	3
	4
	2
	6
	66.67
	33.33

	4
	8
	1
	9
	88.89
	11.11

	5
	14
	3
	17
	82.35
	17.65

	6
	23
	5
	28
	82.14
	17.86

	7
	50
	3
	53
	94.34
	5.66

	8
	39
	8
	47
	82.98
	17.02

	9
	45
	2
	47
	95.74
	4.26

	10
	21
	3
	24
	87.50
	12.50

	11
	7
	4
	11
	63.64
	36.36

	12+
	14
	2
	16
	87.50
	12.50

	Total
	225
	33
	258
	
	



By region:
	Region
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	LSE
	57
	3
	60
	95.00
	5.00

	South
	26
	4
	30
	86.67
	13.33

	SW
	16
	5
	21
	76.19
	23.81

	E Mids
	31
	3
	34
	91.18
	8.82

	W Mids
	24
	5
	29
	82.76
	17.24

	NW
	33
	6
	39
	84.62
	15.38

	Yks
	27
	6
	33
	81.82
	18.18

	NE
	11
	1
	12
	91.67
	8.33

	Total
	225
	33
	258
	
	








2.	Does your club support the idea of cup rugby?
	Yes
	240
	91.60%

	No
	22
	8.40%

	Total
	262
	


	
By level:
	Level
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	3
	4
	2
	6
	66.67
	33.33

	4
	8
	1
	9
	88.89
	11.11

	5
	17
	-
	17
	100.00
	-

	6
	26
	3
	29
	89.66
	10.34

	7
	51
	4
	55
	92.73
	7.27

	8
	45
	3
	48
	93.75
	6.25

	9
	41
	6
	47
	87.23
	12.77

	10
	24
	-
	24
	100.00
	-

	11
	10
	-
	10
	100.00
	-

	12+
	14
	3
	17
	82.35
	17.65

	Total
	240
	22
	262
	
	




By region:
	Region
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	LSE
	53
	7
	60
	88.33
	11.67

	South
	28
	3
	31
	90.32
	9.68

	SW
	20
	1
	21
	95.24
	4.76

	E Mids
	34
	0
	34
	100.00
	-

	W Mids
	29
	0
	29
	100.00
	-

	NW
	34
	5
	39
	87.18
	12.82

	Yks
	31
	3
	34
	91.18
	8.82

	NE
	11
	3
	14
	78.57
	21.43

	Total
	240
	22
	262
	
	




3. 	Does your club think there should be automatic promotion and relegation between all levels of the RFU leagues?
	Yes
	239
	94.09%

	No
	15
	5.91%

	Total
	254
	


	
By level:
	Level
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	3
	4
	1
	5
	80.00
	20.00

	4
	9
	-
	9
	100.00
	-

	5
	16
	1
	17
	94.12
	5.88

	6
	27
	1
	28
	96.43
	3.57

	7
	49
	4
	53
	92.45
	7.55

	8
	44
	2
	46
	95.65
	4.35

	9
	43
	3
	46
	93.48
	6.52

	10
	22
	2
	24
	91.67
	8.33

	11
	10
	-
	10
	100.00
	-

	12+
	15
	1
	16
	93.75
	6.25

	Total
	239
	15
	254
	
	



By region:
	Region
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	LSE
	55
	5
	60
	91.67
	8.33

	South
	26
	3
	29
	89.66
	10.34

	SW
	20
	0
	20
	100.00
	-

	E Mids
	30
	3
	33
	90.91
	9.09

	W Mids
	28
	1
	29
	96.55
	3.45

	NW
	36
	3
	39
	92.31
	7.69

	Yks
	33
	0
	33
	100.00
	-

	NE
	11
	0
	11
	100.00
	-

	Total
	239
	15
	254
	
	




4.	Does your club think that the current rugby season is of the correct duration, and offers the right number and frequency of matches?
	Yes
	212
	82.81%

	No
	44
	17.19%

	Total
	256
	


	
By level:
	Level
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	3
	1
	4
	5
	20.00
	80.00

	4
	7
	2
	9
	77.78
	22.22

	5
	13
	4
	17
	76.47
	23.53

	6
	22
	7
	29
	75.86
	24.14

	7
	46
	6
	52
	88.46
	11.54

	8
	37
	10
	47
	78.72
	21.28

	9
	43
	4
	47
	91.49
	8.51

	10
	22
	2
	24
	91.67
	8.33

	11
	8
	2
	10
	80.00
	20.00

	12+
	13
	3
	16
	81.25
	18.75

	Total
	212
	44
	256
	
	




By region:
	Region
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	LSE
	45
	14
	59
	76.27
	23.73

	South
	29
	1
	30
	96.67
	3.33

	SW
	18
	2
	20
	90.00
	10.00

	E Mids
	29
	6
	35
	82.86
	17.14

	W Mids
	24
	5
	29
	82.76
	17.24

	NW
	30
	9
	39
	76.92
	23.08

	Yks
	29
	4
	33
	87.88
	12.12

	NE
	8
	3
	11
	72.73
	27.27

	Total
	212
	44
	256
	
	




5.	Is there too much travelling involved within the season as it is currently structured?
	Yes
	67
	26.27%

	No
	188
	73.73%

	Total
	255
	


	
By level:
	Level
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	3
	1
	5
	6
	16.67
	83.33

	4
	3
	7
	10
	30.00
	70.00

	5
	4
	13
	17
	23.53
	76.47

	6
	7
	20
	27
	25.93
	74.07

	7
	7
	45
	52
	13.46
	86.54

	8
	23
	23
	46
	50.00
	50.00

	9
	15
	31
	46
	32.61
	67.39

	10
	5
	19
	24
	20.83
	79.17

	11
	-
	10
	10
	-
	100.00

	12+
	2
	15
	17
	11.76
	88.23

	Total
	67
	188
	255
	
	




By region:
	Region
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	LSE
	11
	49
	60
	18.33
	81.67

	South
	7
	23
	30
	23.33
	76.67

	SW
	7
	13
	20
	35.00
	65.00

	E Mids
	8
	26
	34
	23.53
	76.47

	W Mids
	11
	18
	29
	37.93
	62.07

	NW
	14
	25
	39
	35.90
	64.10

	Yks
	4
	28
	32
	12.50
	87.50

	NE
	5
	6
	11
	45.45
	54.55

	Total
	67
	188
	255
	
	




6.	Is the cost of playing rugby currently a problem for your club? 
	Yes
	113
	44.31%

	No
	142
	55.69%

	Total
	255
	


	
By level:
	Level
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	3
	4
	3
	7
	57.14
	42.86

	4
	5
	4
	9
	55.56
	44.44

	5
	11
	6
	17
	64.71
	35.29

	6
	17
	13
	30
	56.67
	43.33

	7
	17
	32
	49
	34.69
	65.31

	8
	22
	25
	47
	46.81
	53.19

	9
	20
	27
	47
	42.55
	57.45

	10
	9
	14
	23
	39.13
	60.87

	11
	4
	6
	10
	40.00
	60.00

	12+
	4
	12
	16
	25.00
	75.00

	Total
	113
	142
	255
	
	




By region:
	Region
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	LSE
	20
	39
	59
	33.90
	66.10

	South
	12
	18
	30
	40.00
	60.00

	SW
	10
	11
	21
	47.62
	52.38

	E Mids
	18
	17
	35
	51.43
	48.57

	W Mids
	12
	18
	30
	40.00
	60.00

	NW
	16
	21
	37
	43.24
	56.76

	Yks
	18
	14
	32
	56.25
	43.75

	NE
	7
	4
	11
	63.64
	36.36

	Total
	113
	142
	255
	
	




7.	Do you think that university teams should play within the RFU leagues?
	Yes
	118
	47.77%

	No
	129
	52.23%

	Total
	247
	


	
By level:
	Level
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	3
	4
	1
	5
	80.00
	20.00

	4
	2
	7
	9
	22.22
	77.78

	5
	11
	7
	18
	61.11
	38.89

	6
	9
	17
	26
	34.62
	65.38

	7
	20
	29
	49
	40.82
	59.18

	8
	22
	22
	44
	50.00
	50.00

	9
	24
	21
	45
	53.33
	46.67

	10
	13
	13
	26
	50.00
	50.00

	11
	3
	6
	9
	33.33
	66.67

	12+
	10
	6
	16
	62.50
	37.50

	Total
	118
	129
	247
	
	




By region:
	Region
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	LSE
	30
	29
	59
	50.85
	49.15

	South
	12
	17
	29
	41.38
	58.62

	SW
	11
	10
	21
	52.38
	47.62

	E Mids
	18
	13
	31
	58.06
	41.94

	W Mids
	15
	12
	27
	55.56
	44.44

	NW
	19
	19
	38
	50.00
	50.00

	Yks
	11
	20
	31
	35.48
	64.52

	NE
	2
	9
	11
	18.18
	81.82

	Total
	118
	129
	247
	
	




8.	Do you think that 2nd and other lower XVs should play within the RFU leagues?
	Yes
	114
	45.97%

	No
	134
	54.03%

	Total
	248
	


	
By level:
	Level
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	3
	2
	2
	4
	50.00
	50.00

	4
	5
	4
	9
	55.56
	44.44

	5
	10
	8
	18
	55.56
	44.44

	6
	15
	15
	30
	50.00
	50.00

	7
	16
	34
	50
	32.00
	68.00

	8
	22
	21
	43
	51.16
	48.84

	9
	19
	25
	44
	43.18
	56.82

	10
	11
	13
	24
	45.83
	54.17

	11
	3
	7
	10
	30.00
	70.00

	12+
	11
	5
	16
	68.75
	31.25

	Total
	114
	134
	248
	
	




By region:
	Region
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	LSE
	22
	38
	60
	36.67
	63.33

	South
	21
	9
	30
	70.00
	30.00

	SW
	11
	9
	20
	55.00
	45.00

	E Mids
	13
	18
	31
	41.94
	58.06

	W Mids
	15
	14
	29
	51.72
	48.28

	NW
	18
	17
	35
	51.43
	48.57

	Yks
	9
	23
	32
	28.13
	71.87

	NE
	5
	6
	11
	45.45
	54.55

	Total
	114
	134
	248
	
	




9.	Does your club want to play Sevens and / or Touch Rugby as well as 15-a-side?
	Yes
	205
	80.71%

	No
	49
	19.29%

	Total
	254
	


	
By level:
	Level
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	3
	2
	4
	6
	33.33
	66.67

	4
	8
	1
	9
	88.89
	11.11

	5
	16
	1
	17
	94.12
	5.88

	6
	24
	6
	30
	80.00
	20.00

	7
	43
	6
	49
	87.76
	12.24

	8
	35
	12
	47
	74.47
	25.53

	9
	37
	9
	46
	80.43
	19.57

	10
	22
	3
	25
	88.00
	12.00

	11
	8
	2
	10
	80.00
	20.00

	12+
	10
	5
	15
	66.67
	33.33

	Total
	205
	49
	254
	
	




By region:
	Region
	Yes
	No
	Total
	Percentage

	
	
	
	
	Yes
	No

	LSE
	50
	9
	59
	84.75
	15.25

	South
	27
	3
	30
	90.00
	10.00

	SW
	17
	3
	20
	85.00
	15.00

	E Mids
	31
	3
	34
	91.18
	8.82

	W Mids
	23
	6
	29
	79.31
	20.69

	NW
	22
	16
	38
	57.89
	42.11

	Yks
	26
	7
	33
	78.79
	21.21

	NE
	9
	2
	11
	81.82
	18.18

	Total
	205
	49
	254
	
	




Responses by level
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